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Harvard doctor probes claimS . of cibductiOn by alieiis 
By JACK cMEYERS 

If you think you were ab­
ducted by extraterrestrials, 
maybe you should talk to Har· 
vard Medical School psychia· 
trist John E. Mack. But not be· 
cause you're crazy. 

Mack has interviewed and 
administered psychological 

tests to a few dozen people who TV'S VE. RSION vard Medical School, he · is a 
have reported being abducted highly regarded writer, hav-

phenomenon" has again 
brought him a measure of pub­
lic attention. In fact, he is the 
basis for the fictional psychia· 
trist in the television show "In· 
truders," which airs tonight, 
about aliens' contact with hu-

by non-human bei~1gs. Page 49 ing won the Pulitzer Prize in 
".Many of them are quite nor· Biography in 1977 for his book sidered insane, delusional, or ma!," aside from claiming to "A Prince of Our Disorder: The 

possessed by some form of L"f f T E L " b t have been kidnapped, exa- i e o . . awrence, a ou mass hysteria. f mined, and in some cases Lawrence o Arabia. 
"probed," said Mack. And none Neither would Mack. Aside But his recent research into 
of them, he said, would be con- from being a professor at Har- what he calls "the abduction Turn to Page 24 
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, J1ope· n~w. f.~ 
·:<court will 
:;IX{Hub jewel 

,, ~ t By_ SH~_LL:EY MURPHY house design is "very respon-
•. • sive to the historic deve;lop-. D· · esigners of a new federal ment patterns of Boston," but 

· · courthouse on Boston's needs more refinement to pro-
. waterfront hope their vide .adequate public access. 

visionary plans will summon Some South . Boston ' resi­
the public ·to appear without an dents have complained that' the 
indictment or jury duty notice. 600-foot long Northern Avenue 

Preliminary plans show a wall of the proposed courthouse 
10-story brick building with a denies them access to the wa­
glass facade facing Boston terfront. 
Harbor. The building's two "We want tci see more .open 
wings facing the water em- · space in the vicinity of the 
brace a .one-acre park - shel- courthouse," said Chandler. 
tering visitors from · the .full "We want access to the park to 
force of the wind. · · J>e from an open-air harbor 

An outdoor cafe overlooks walk and not just from the· ar­
the water, facing Rowes Wharf cade at Northern Avenue. ·we 
across.the harbor. Perhaps an want active uses al_ong 'North­
arcade and . pµsllcart ven<,lors ern A venue and not a blank fa. 
will complete the tranquil cade." . . . . · 
scene. · aµt, Chandler quickly add-

This is Henry Cobb's vision ed, "I 'don't want to give ·the 
for Boston. impression that the design is 

"When you say 'courthouse' final or fatally flawed. It's all 
to most people, they think of par~ of _the, public rev~ew ,pro-
something dreadful they '-don't cess." . . .· . r .. :: :, 
want to be in," said Cobb, the . Gerry Vierbickas, president 
architect hired .by .the General of the South Boston ·Re~idents 
Ser.vices Administration to de- · Group, complained there's been 
sign the $200,000 million court- · li~tle pU:J>lic Input int,o the pro­
hoµse on Fan:· Pier. . . . ' . pos~d courthouse, corripar~d to 

, "We're trying to bring to- the numerous puplic meetings 
g_e~h~!j the idea Of what a new · over prior attempts to .develop 
courthous~ should be .with what , Fan Pier, 

. ~his new poi;tion.t _·of ' the . city , "1.fy per:s:onai ,prei~r-~n~~ is 
' sho~ld be," said Cobb, ;who'_ also ·, '.:~o~ .'fo(*-. ~eder~l , co.~fl}o~e," 

designed the Jo'hn "Hancock said V1erblckas, pred1ctfng the 
tower. area will . be a "ghosL town" 

"This building is based on a after 5 p.m. when court .re-
ve:y ~imple p,r:~rnise - th.atJ~e " C(}S~e~. . •1. _, ;,,1 ),,,.,_. 
buildmg and site .m:ust be ava11- ._· · · "W)lat w:ould pro~pt.myself 
?-ble to th,e P}1blic a_n~. ~a,de en- ; '. o*· ~nr i?thej, ~~~~. ;;<?.LJhe 
JOY,able to the publ\c. . .. . . ._publ~c; . to 1go over and use 0 U1at 
-_ ·u.s: Fi,rst Circ\lit Court of '_ ar.ei:i; -~fthey dop.'i; hav~ qusiness 

I ... Appeals t;::hief Judge Step,hen G. '. in' the'' ~ourtliouse?'~ · asked' Vier­
. · ~:M~yer, on~ of two federal ~ickas;· ·:1•~¢ · he~r:d. j>egpi.e · say. 

Judges ass1gn,ed by GSA_ to _', 1 '.We11,, ,it w,~q .J?'e o,1ce fq~ <l?~<?ple 
oversee the ·courthonse proJect, .' . charge~ with .telpnies; .and .Jor 

-stressed that 'the design is . not ": fil"dge ~ 'and ' jaw'ydtis; ·:: or 
' fin'al an<;t ·is ~einP'.' presei,ited to ' ci:>\lr~~·": ". ~·: .,._. · " · ,.~:·: :C; . .• 
the pubhc for ' review. · · V1erb1ckas· ad4ed, ·~1,.. think 

· . "If.; you Want! real comment, .ojle th1ing. that might brlrig i;>eo-
you have to_get it from the pub- pie down or make it a nicer 
lie before the project is frozen area is if there's a lot of .open 
in stone," said Breyer, adding space on the water . side. It 
th,at:the.:goal.of the qesign is to ; w9u~d be . nice if ~her·e;. w~s an­
c.reate. a place . that . belongs to . other docking . fa~il-~tY ~oi h!lr­
the public and.not to the judges bor cruises or whale watching." 
or the goverm:nE;nt. . Cobb said he 1desi&ii,'e4 . (he 

CoJ;>b exp~c;ts_ to present his bOilding to make the ;«s1de,:as 
fina.1 desig9 ,~o. t~e , ~SA_by :mid- ,_ well as ~},le outsiqe, ~il;v[i!ng · to 

,June. C<mstruct1on is expected ; the pu,bhc. , . .... , 
,'to be~in ip 1993 ,a~d be.coµiplct - '- ;Insi.de '. the . cour~hou..$~~ '."pe-
ed by 1997. ..;-'.,. . _hjnd ,,, fh~ great ' c,drved;.' gJ/J.ss 

; _ , B.ost~n Jl,~d~~el.~P~€'._nt Au- ' that . faces the water., ~.f_s t{an 
· · thority ·Acting D1recfor Ted . . . 

Chari die~ sai<i. the ~.1 . itfal _·c~ourt · ,,.'" .f ·, .. '· .• 



24 BOSTON SUNDAY HERALD, MAY 17, 1992 

r~IDM~TI Doc probes alien-abduct claims 
! ·· KLASS ~ From Page 7 planation. have a remarkable degree of 

HERE COMES "I treat it as a trauma of un- consistency, right down to de-
THE BRIDE , mans. known origin," Mack said. For tailed descriptions of the crea-

FROM \ Mack, who said he has never almost everyone he has inter- tures and their behavior, he 

j ELEGANT ~ seen a UFO or an alien, imputes viewed, the abduction experience said. 
SOPHISTICATION · h h l " TO UNUSUAL no outrageous or unverifiable :--- t ~ e pless~ess ~d sense of ~e can't account for what 
DA v TIME WEAR. claims about the reality of the invasion of their bodies - was they re reporting by conventional 
WE HAVE IT ALL! abduction stories of the 50-plus psychologically painful, so that psychological diagnoses," said 

~ 
MOTHER OF THE ~ people he has interviewed. In- many people apparently blocked Mack. That does not mean he be-
BRIDE, GROOM, stead, Mack - neither a believer the m.emories for years, he said. lieves the extraterrestrials exist, 

GUESTS nor a skeptic - focuses on· the While the reactions to the ab- describing his posture as one of 
· LARGER s1zEs reports as a phenomenon for duction experience vary, the · "suspended J'udgment." However, 

. 828-7 84 7 . science altogether, has no ex- have of the alleged incidents has no other explanation. O JOHN E. MACK ~ 
AVAILABLE. ~ which psychology, and Western memories and feelings people he is quick to point out that he 

, 552 WASHINGTON ST., CANTON 
. MON.·SAT. 10·5., THURS. EVES. 'TIL 8 

~~-~~ College teachers face dilemma over cheating 
From Page 8 Read 

GERRY CALLAHAN 
only in the Herald 

dents to find ethical dimensions 
in their assignments. 

Grossman argues that cheat-

IS YOUR BATHTUB UGLY? 
M:~1~800-479-TUBS 

Have a custom mould~a acrylrc 
bathtub installed over existing unit 
in 3 hours. No spraying. . 

Inquire about our one piece 
Wall Unit installed over existing tile. 

! 

. -- _!) 

ing - by crib sheet or pocket 
computer - gives professors 
an opportunity to shift focus as 
well. It's reminiscent, he said, 
of the debate several years ago 
over allowing grade-school stu­
dents to use calculators in 
math class. At first, teachers 
said students would lose the 
ability to memorize; not long 

afterward, they discovered that 
freedom from rote drills gave 
them extra time to teach. 

"My response to cheating is 
that we need change the way 
we teach and measure stu­
dents," he said. "We need to be 
less concerned with how much 
students can memorize and 
more concerned with how stu-

MORE HAIR 
BY SUMMER I 

Really possible! Physician's Hair Center, with 
over six years experience, is the foremost specialist 
in treating hair loss, using the only approved 
legitimate remedy - MINOXIDIL. 

(9~~Y~§~T~~· 
(617) 270-1134 One New England Executive Park Burlington 

SPRING IS HERE! 
Why Wait To Breathe Cleaner Air? 

Does your family suffer from asthma or aller­
gies? Do mold, mildew & bacteria in your cen­
tral heating/air conditioning system give your 
home a stale, musty odor? Eliminate up to 
89% of air contaminants with the Steamatic air 
duct cleaning process. CALL TODAY 

STEAMATIC'S service alsom 
reduces the level of STEAA iC 

household dirt and dust. .. ....... ~ . .. .. 

MICROSCOPIC DUST MITE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

1-800-287-4200 

~r--'~~ti:".==--=~---.::~~~---=~~~~~-:-~~~~~ 

We're looking 
for people 
to sell the 

Boston Herald 
at locations throughout 
downtown Boston and 

surrounding areas. 
Monday-Friday 5:00 a.m.-9:30 a-.m. 
Afternoon shifts are also available 

· We'Irguarantee pay. 
Plus commission. 

Please call the Boston Herald at 

617-426-9100 
ext. 5t.J 2 
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dents apply the information 
that's available to them." 

Reaching beyond the prob­
lem finds favor with Jack Le· 
vin, a Northeastern professor 
of sociology who was 1992 
Massachusetts Professor of the 
Year. 

"There is a fringe that will 
a lways cheat - but I think it's 
a real mistake to become 
preoccupied with cheating," he 
sa id. 

"It makes teachers cynical; 
they start to develop a very 
negative attitude toward all 
students. Ultimately it inter­
feres with the learning process 
for all concerned." D 

Winning Finishes 
~ 
~M~ 

PRODIGY-
= 

The beauty of the 
Prodigy" door is its 
remarkable versatility: 
• Stain it to enhance 

its woodgrain finish. 
• Paint it to match the 

color of your decor. 
• Choose from a wide 

variety of sizes and 
styles. 

• Personalize its 
appearance with 
numerous lite 
options. 

Cl 

CIS 

• Enhance any architecmral style. 
• For a finishing touch: It 's backed with 

Stanley's Lifetime Limited Warranty.' 

STANLEY 

Our Apologies ... 
We're sor!Y, but the following items 
advertised in our Sunday, May 1 7 
circular will be unavailable at sale date: 

•Page 2 - G.E. Microwave Oven 
UE1235T) - Not Shipped By Vendor. 

•Page 4 - Bali Accessories: Tabletop 
Set, Mug Tree, Butter Dish And Gravy 
Boat - Vendor Unahle To Ship. No 
Substitutes. 

• Page 7 ·Sony Cassette Deck 
(TCWR670) - Manufacturer Unable 
To Ship. 

Also On Page 7 - Kenwood Receiver 
(KRA5040) - Manufacturer Unable 
To Ship. 

Except as noted, rainchecks will be 
issued and/or comparable substitute 
items will be offered at comparaWe 
savings. 

---.·.~I(~. !!!. ~ 


